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Mareh 10, 1939

Ronoreble Richsrd Spinn
County Attorney
Brenham, Texas

Dear 8irg opinion No. O=386

ket In trustes electicons for
County Junior College
Diatricts, ereeted and nxist-
ingbgéﬂer Section 17, Artiele
Re Co 3., what are the
anlbcr end terms of the
trustees 10 be eleoted, who
oally the election ard who
pays for the expense thereofsg

On February 20, 1638, {on sudbmitted for the opinion of thias
Departmont the following inqQuiries:

*Under Art, 26181, Section 1Y, Tashington County
by &an eletotion duly heiﬂ on biay 10. 1937, crected a
Junior College District in seoordance wl‘b the provisions
of said stotute, 7he bounalry of eaid Junior colloco
Dictriot being saze of those of Fashington County.

.t same time in acoordaence with Seoetion 20 of said
Article 2818h an election of sevchi trustees wes had, who
quly qualified. Sinces Mey, 1037, no eleetion for trustees
hes been held and at thie tius the rollovlnc questions are
propounded end upon which an opinion will de aprreciated:

"{a) Bow many trustres should de sleoted st an
election to de hald on 7irst Seturdoy in .ipril:

_ ®(b) aNc oulls sajd election, the Junior College
Lictrict Board or Countly Judge?

®{e) tho peys for expense of the Juiges and cther ex-
penses of ssid eleotiont



: Your letter refers to the distriet under eonsideration as
"Junior College Distriot." As we eonstrue Artiele 2810h, as anended,
Revised Civil Statutes, for a distriot orested under seid Artiele to
be known &8 s Junior College Distriet, it would be nessssary that such
district be orsated from an independent schocl diatriet, or a eity
whioh has assumed ecntrol of its sebhools, bdoth baving eertain pro-
perty valuations and soholestie attendsnce. Seotion one t
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the oreation of such J'unfor College Distriots the rquh‘ig‘orm
thelir sobolastic and flscal affairs,

The other types of sohool distriet somprehended wi:thin said
Artiele 8818h, Revised Civil Statutes, ad smended, are Union Junior
College matr{et- and County Junfor College or Joint County Junior
Coilege Dietriets, and these two elassifications of sebool distriets
are governed, as to their ersation and maintenange, by teoticns

seventesn to twenty-two of Artiocle £2815h, as aended, Revised Civil
Statutes. '

Since the school distriot involved here was orssted under
Seotion 17, Artlels £818h, o5 arended, Revised Civil Statutes, with
its doundariss goteruinous with thet of =esh County, we would
say that sueh aistriet, in the striet interpretation of the yovern-
statute, would be inom and designated as a County Junior
Colle Duerlot rather than & Junior College Distriot, and conse-
quently, eould not, with reference to the slegtion of distriot

trustees, be regulated by Section 4 of Article 2818h, as amended
Revised Civil Statutes. ’ ’

Section 20 of Article 8818k, as srmended, Revised Civil
Ctatutes, relstes to the slection of trustees anl the government
of such distriets By trustees, ané, insofar as pertinem$ to your
Quastions, provides ss follows:

. %A Union Junior Collegs, a County Junior College
or s Joint Qounty Junior coliogo, shall ‘be coverned, ad-
ministered end controlled By and under the direotiom of a
Board of ssven Junior Collsge Trustees, slsotod at large
from the Junior Collesge Diestriot by the qualified woters

of sajd d3=2triet, with suoh terms of office as jay de
vided under the 6onoraI [aw bF 1rustees in %oken!ens
Sohoo stricts, ov . aver, wHenever an

cleootion 1s& ordersd for the orestion of such distriet at
the same election at wkioh skhall de determined the sreation
cf suoh distriot, there sktall also be submitted and voted
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uwpon, the question of who shall Ye the Junior College
Tru-{coa in ths event such distriet is ereated. The

7 oandidates for Junior Collze Truatess receiving the
highest number of votes at such slection, shall be de-
olared the Trustees cf such distriet, end they shall
hold office until -he next sleotion provided for above,.”

The original Board of County Jualor College Trustees, heve
ing bdoen elected in actordenge «ith the sdove statute, and the
question now be presented as %0 the slection of their suececsors,
we nroi by the erlined portion of said sestion, referred to the

g nersl law governing tho elestion of trustees for indepsndent
sehool distriets.

As you point out, irticle B758, Reviszed Civil Statutes,
is the statute whioh lhonid covera, by referense, the dnswer to your
first question. This statute provides for the nurber, elegtion,
temms, ots, cf trustees of an cpencent sehool distriot in towns,
to suceesd the first trustees, and reads, in part, as follows:

®"Eooh of the seven trudtees wbo were elected at sush
incorporation election shell hold offiece until the next re-~
gular trustee clection to be held on the first Sgturday
in April next cucceeding end untll their respective suo-
sez80ra have been Quly elected and cualified, at whiech time
seven trustces shall bs eleocted for seid independent sghool
district, whose respsetive:terms of offies shall %o dhter-
mined in the following mannser and by the following mathod;
Suoh trustees shall draw by lot, snd those trustees drawing
the nurders 1, 8, 3 and ¢ shall serve cne year for the
tern of office ending with the next reguler trustes slee-
tion on the first Saturday im April of the following year
and until their respective succesaors have deen duly sleoted
and qualified., And those trustees drawing the numbers 8,
6 ¥ shall serve for two years for the term of offiee
gndi:g with the next rsgular trustee eleetica on the first
qturda

: Y ip April of the seoond year following thelr eslee-
tion.

“The scid doard of trustees of each of sush independent
sohool districtes incorporated under the provisicns of this
t shall have ard exercise and are lhesrety veated with all
tha rights, powers, privileges and 4utiss conferred and
imposed upon the trustees and boards of trustess of inde-
pondent schocl distriets by the genersl laws of this State,”
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Article 2777, Revised Civil Stetutes, relates to such
subeequent trust-e elections for indespendent sehcol cistriete
in eities, anc¢ provides as follows: :

*Ihe sever esnd'detes roosiving the largest auxber
of votes at the firat el etion, and the thyee or four eandi-
dates raceliving the largest mumber of votes at all sudase-~
guent slsotion:., shall ba entitled to serve as trustess
hereunder. Those electéd at the first eleetion shtall B¢~
termine By lot the term for which thsy are to ssrve. The
four psxbers drewins nunbers one, two, three and four
ehell asrvs for one Yyear, and the three mpambors drawing
the autbers five, six and seven shell serve two years,
or until the sseond of spril thereaftar, and until their
BUCCe8SOrS 8rs sleoted and qualirfed; and recularly there-~
arfter on the first caturday in April of sach year, four
trustess and three irustaes, alternately, shall be sleoted
for e« terz of two years, to suocesd Lhe trustees whose
term shall at that time eoxpire. The menbers af the doard

rexaining after a wacanay shall £ill the ssze for the
unexpirsd term,"

ke are aocorﬂlnglf in agreement with ycu that the proper
arswer t0 your first question is found within the terzs and pro-
vieions of the two artieles next hereinabove quoted.

Article 2776, Revised Civil Statutes, furnishes the answer
to your sesond question in its provisioa that elestions for trustees
of indepsndent sehool distriets shall be ovrdered By the doard of
trustees of such distrists. The eorresponding County Junior :
Cullegs Board of Trustess shauld sall the slestion in the imstent
case rather than tie County Judga.

inewering your third and last question, we say that under
the analogy of Article 2748a, Peviced Civil Stetutea, as amended
b7 the 44th lLegislature, all expanses of grlntlns and delivering
ballots, together with otker expensss inoldent to #ald eleotion,
shail te puid for out of funds of the County Junior College District,
with tbe oxception of fees %0 slaotion Judges, Under Artiecle 2276,
Revised Civil Statutes, it is provided thet $1.00 shall bde paid
to eleotion Judges in trust=e elsetions cut of ths general fund of
the county.

Tou wish to be udvised if the present isleture has
enacted into lasw any statute arfeoting Junior Colleps Dietricts.
altbhcugh a bill has beon introduced to ehangs the status
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of two of ocur jraior eolleges into four {ur eclleges {w will
probably only be interested in Senate Bill %:, 134 va

the Junior College Distriet of :ashingt-a County and prmaing
that sams akall De ealled Blian Co by the trusteeca, Tuis
Aot was signed by the Covernor lMared o A eopy of this B5))

was unavailadle, dut ycu nay mnr proours saze from y:.ur
Fepresentative.

by

Yours very truly
QENTRAL CF TTXAS

Pat K, Neff
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